
Quick Guide to Talking about Film  

Also refer to Storyboard Language for Films 

http://accad.osu.edu/womenandtech/Storyboard%20Resource/ 

AND  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFUKRTFhoiA 

AND any Simon Cade DSLRGuidance video 

 

1. Film as Literature 

  P.O.V. 

  Themes 

  Characters- conflicts, transformations 

  Settings 

  Symbols 

 

2. Mise-en-scene- “What is put in the scene?” 

  Lighting 

  Costumes 

  Sets & Settings 

Consider the Composition elements below 

 

3. Composition- images, angles, position 

  

  SHOT:  image or scene before film cuts to different image 

  PHOTOPGRAPHIC PROPERTY:  qualities of the image- colors, clarity, 

tone… 

  FILM SPEED:   slow & fast 

  PERSPECTIVE:   

   Deep focus- background 

   Shallow focus- foreground 

   Rack focus- quickly changed or pulled-  switches perspectives 

   

4. Angles and Shots 

LEVEL CAMERA ANGLE:  A camera angle which is even with 

the subject; it may be used as a neutral shot.  

LONG SHOT:  A long range of distance between the camera and 

the subject, often providing a broader range of the setting.  

LOW CAMERA ANGLE:  A camera angle which looks up at its 

subject; it makes the subject seem important and powerful. 

HIGH CAMERA ANGLE:  A camera angle which looks down on 

its subject making it look small, weak or unimportant.    

CLOSE-UP SHOT:   A close range of distance between the camera 

and the subject. 

http://accad.osu.edu/womenandtech/Storyboard%20Resource/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFUKRTFhoiA


   MEDIUM: character body 

   LONG: full body at distance 

CRANE: overhead shot 

TILT:  Using a camera on a tripod, the camera moves up or down 

to follow the action.  

TRACKING: follows next to or behind or in front of  shots  

PAN:  A steady, sweeping movement from one point in a scene to 

another. 

ZOOM:  Use of the camera lens to move closely towards the 

subject. 

POV (point of view shot): A shot which is understood to be seen 

from the point of view of a character within the scene.  

REACTION SHOT- 1.: A shot of someone looking off screen. 2.: 

A reaction shot can also be a shot of someone in a conversation 

where they are not given a line of dialogue but are just listening to 

the other person speak 

 

 

5. Editing 

DISSOVLE: A transition between two shots, where one shot fades away 

and simultaneously another shot fades in.  

 

FADE - A transition from a shot to black where the image gradually 

becomes darker is a Fade Out; or from black where the image gradually 

becomes brighter is a Fade In.  

 

JUMP CUT: A rapid, jerky transition from one frame to the next, either 

disrupting the flow of time or movement within a scene or making an 

abrupt transition from one scene to another. 

   

IRIS: in and iris- out, expand in or out- circle 

   

WIPE: line moves an image to gradually clear shot and introduce another 

   

DISSOLVE: a new shot is briefly superimposed. 

 

6. Sound 

  Sound associated with images or motifs 

  Sounds= which are important? Repeated? Incongruous? OR Silence? 

  Musical numbers= importance and when used? 

  Purpose of voice-overs and dialogue. 

 


